THE EVIDENCE OF THE FIRST FOLIO
THE ANONYMITY OF THE EARL OF OXFORD
The question is often asked as to why Oxford
wrote anonymously. During his life the answer
is obvious, and is given by Lord Lumley, who, in
referring to the* courtier poets of the time, adds:
"If their doings could be found out and made
public with the rest/3 implying that their names
were not published. But eighteen years had
elapsed by the time the Folio appeared, and the
reasons would seem to be less clear. It is possible
that his relatives, the Earls of Pembroke and
Montgomery, together with Benjonson, continued
the pseudonym which Oxford had used in defer-
ence to custom; or, they may have been in-
fluenced by the fact that the plays contained many
political and topical references; and that they
had emanated from a group, some members of
which were still living, who would be involved if
the name of their leader were disclosed. The
transparent reason, however, is to be found in the
Sonnets^ in which the poet expresses a wish that
his identity be not revealed. Chambers, as quoted
in the last chapter, refers to the disharmony pre-
vailing between the tone of the plays and that
of the Sonnets i to the poet's " perturbed spirit
behind the quiet mask/3 the disappointments of
life and his preoccupation with thoughts of death.
Dr. Kendall finds traces of chronic and recurrent
insomnia (S. 27, 28), which may account for "that